LORD CLIVE                          CHAP.

beginning to end the garrison was full of confidence,
and even before the arrival of the fleet the French must
have given up all hope of success. For twenty days
Lolly's troops had received no pay ; his native soldiers
had disappeared ; his supply of shells was exhausted ; he
had only twenty thousand pounds of gunpowder left;
and there was no practicable breach. The great enter-
prise had failed and the sequel is soon told. September
10th, 1759, D'Ach6 was again worsted by Pocock,
and a few days later left the coast never to return.
On January 21st, 1760, Eyre Coote defeated the French
at Wandiwash, and on January 16th, 1761, Pondicherry
surrendered. Five years later Lally, charged with
treason and condemned to death, perished miserably
on the scaffold.
Olive took the liveliest interest in the war, and
seized every opportunity of sending advice to his
friends at Madras. He was in favour of vigorous
measures, and urged Pocock to attack the French fleet
under the guns of Pondicherry, and Pigot to lay waste
the French territories. " Can't," he writes to Pigot, " a
body of Mahratta or other horse be taken into pay to
burn, ravage, and destroy the whole country in such a
manner as that no revenue can be drawn from thence 3
Bengal is in itself an inexhaustible fund of riches, and
you may depend upon being supplied with money and
provisions in abundance. In the meantime, what must
become of the French if they cannot raise money
sufficient to pay their forces 1 They must disband their
blacks, and their white ones will disband themselves."
When Clive heard that the siege had commenced
he at once predicted its failure. He thought Lally